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DECLARATION OF JAMES H. LECKY 

I, James H. Lecky, hereby declare as follows: 

1 . T am the Director of the Office of Protected Resources, National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Department of Commerce. In this capacity, I am responsible for approving 
Biological Opinions issued under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA), 
16U.S.C. Section 1536. 

2. NMFS has decided to revisit the 2005 Biological Opinion on the issuance of 
Steller sea lion research permits and permit amendments. NMFS will remedy any 
internal inconsistencies in the effects analysis of the biological opinion, and clarify 
the basis for its determination that the permitted activities would not reasonably be 
expected to appreciably reduce the species' likelihood of surviving and recovering 
in the wild. 

3 . NMFS will also reconsider the cumulative effects of future state, tribal, local or 
private actions that are reasonably certain to occur in the action area. 

4. NMFS will complete a revised biological opinion by March 1, 2006. 

5. The majority of research under the permits, in terms of field effort and number of 
takes, will not occur until after March 1, 2006, with the bulk of the permitted 
research occurring after May 1, 2006. 
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This declaration is made pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746. I declare under penalty of perjury 
that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my current knowledge. 

Executed in Silver Spring, Maryland, on this 2^ day of -/'j-^^-^ , 2006. 
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